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PRIVATE CLIENT COSTS

Sessions last between 1 - 1½ hours
	Gross Annual Salary including any Tax Credits
	Individual fees per session
	VAT
	Session Fee

	Under £20,000
	£110.00 per session
	£22.00
	£132.00

	
	
	
	

	£20,000 - £25,000
	£125.00 per session
	£25.00
	£150.00

	
	
	
	

	£25,000 - £30,000
	£170.00 per session
	£34.00
	£204.00

	
	
	
	

	£30,000 - £50,000
	£200.00 per session
	£40.00
	£240.00

	
	
	
	

	£50,000 - £80,000
	£225.00 per session
	£45.00
	£270.00

	
	
	
	

	£80,000 +
	£250.00 per session
	£50.00
	£300.00


· Prior to the start of mediation, a short Information Meeting is held to complete forms and assess eligibility for publicly funded mediation. This initial meeting is free of charge to you whether or not you are eligible for public funding.
· If you need a form FM1 to issue proceedings, then, unless you qualify for public funding, you will be charged £85.00 + VAT (£105) for this form.

· Once full mediation sessions begin, no charge is made to you if you are eligible for publicly funded mediation.

· If you are not eligible for public funding, then you pay for each mediation session. The session fee (based on your gross annual salary as above) includes all telephone calls, correspondence, documentation, copying and distribution, and the summaries prepared by us. There are no additional fees.  If you are paying maintenance this reduces your gross annual salary, if you are receiving maintenance your income includes this as well as tax credits.

· Fees for more specialist services including extended child and family consultations will be discussed on a case by case basis; this includes income poor/capital rich cases.

· Please note, we charge a cancellation fee equivalent to your session fee, if a session is cancelled by you less than three working week days before the appointment date. This is to cover the costs to us of paying a mediator, renting office space for the session and general administration costs. 

CURRENT COURT FEES (From September 2010)

· £340 to begin a divorce petition; £200 to begin a case about children (for contact, residence, financial support for children).

· £240 to begin a financial case in connection with a divorce – but only £45 if you have reached agreement over finances (e.g. in mediation).

· These court fees are payable in addition to the legal fees charged by your solicitor.

Average Estimated Comparative Costs of Mediation and Litigation

(per party)

	Issues to be Settled
	Cost of Publicly

Funded

Mediation

(paid to us by LSC)
	Approximate Cost of Privately Funded Mediation (payable by you

to us)
	Estimated Cost to you of a solicitor supporting you in mediation in a publicly funded case
	Cost of Full Litigation (payable by you or by LSC to your solicitor)

	
	
	
	
	

	Children only
	£85 – £858
	£700
	Nil
	£2,500 - £20,000

	
	
	
	
	

	Property & Finance
	£85 – £1,108
	£750
	Nil - £1,500*
	£2,000 - £10,000

	
	
	
	
	

	All issues
	£85 - £1,401
	£1,100
	Nil - £2,000*
	£5,000 - £20,000


* In Legal aid cases, if you spent a long time negotiating via solicitors before starting mediation or if implementation of your proposals is complex or requires additional work or fees by your solicitor, then you may have to pay the “Solicitors’ Charge”: i.e. repay a proportion of your solicitor’s costs (not mediation costs).

NOTES

1.
Costs of mediation to the LSC include:
(a) an information meeting (free to you)

(b) if you are publicly funded £353 paid to your solicitors for advising on agreements reached for Children Only cases; increasing to £713 payable to your solicitors for All Issues cases.

2. The above estimates are based on average costs – they are estimates only. You need to speak to your own solicitor for a tailored comparison of the costs of mediation, and litigation (going to court).

Length of cases

Research carried out on behalf of the Legal Services Commission and published in 2004 shows that court cases about children take an average of 16 months (from when a solicitors is initially visited) to be decided by a court; divorce financial (ancillary relief) cases take an average of 24 months.

Currently, in cases concerning children, it can take 4 to 5 months for a CAFCASS report to be prepared, once a report is ordered by the Judge. 

Mediation takes between 2 and 4 months on average, from the first full mediation session, attended by both parties to the end of the process when we send you closing letters and/or summaries prepared by the mediator, for you to take back to your solicitors, if required.

Number of mediation sessions

In cases concerning children 1 to 3 sessions may be required. In cases concerning property and finance only, 2 to 4 sessions may be required. Where All Issues are to be decided in mediation, 3 to 5 sessions may be required. The number of sessions varies depending on the complexity of the issues, and fewer or more sessions may be required in your case.
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